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Apríl20,2007

Dear Mr. Ca¡d:

I am writing to invite you to testiff before the Committee on Oversight and Govemment
Reform on the subject of the White House response to the leak of Valerie Plame Wilson's status

as a covert CIA ofñcer and the adequacy of the White House procedures for protecting classified
inforrnation.

On March 16,2007, the Committee held a hearing entitled "White House Procedures for
Safeguarding Classified Information." At the hearing, the Committee heard testimony regarding
the July 2003 disclosures by White House officials of Ms. Wilson's identity and the
consequences of that leak for Ms. rü/ilson and the U.S. intelligence program. The Commiuee
also heard testimony from James Knodell, the Chief Security Offrcer for the Executive Office of
the President, who testified that contary to Executive Order 12958 and applicable regulations,
the White House did not conduct any internal investigation to identiff the source of the leak or
take the required steps to prevent future security breaches.

On March 30,2007, the Committee requested your appearance for an on-the-record
interview regarding the disclosure of Ms. Wilson's covert identity and the White House
procedures for handling classified information. The Committee made this request because as the
\ilhite House Chief of Staffat the time of the Wilson leak, you are in a unique position to explain
the White House's response to the leak and address questions about the adequacy of White
House security procedures.

On April 5,2007, White House Counsel Fred Fielding sent a letter to the Committee
refi:sing to make you available to the Committee. As the basis for refusing this request Mr.
Fielding cited "longstanding Executive Branch policy" that "[c]urrent and former senior White
House officials such as the Chief of Sta.ffto the President have historically not been available to
Congress to testiff, or to be interviewed, about their activities in serving the President."
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This position is inconsistent with the Committee's precedent. Previous rWhite House
Chiefs of Staffhave provided the Committee with sworn, on-the-record testimony on numerous

occasions. For example:

o ln 1997, White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. Mclarty was deposed by this Committee
as part of an investigation into campaign finance activities.'

r In 1998, rWhite House Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles was deposed by this Committee as

part of an investigation into the use of the President's holiday card list.'

o In 2001, \ilhite House Chief of StaffJohn Podesta testified before this Committee as part
of an investigation into President Clinton's pardon decisions.3

Other senior White House ofücials have testified before the Committee under oath and

on the record, including individuals serving in the position of White House Counsel,a Senior
Advisor to the President,s Deputy Counsel to the President,6 Director of Political Affairs,7 and
Chief of Staffto the Vice President."

t House Committee on Govemment Reform and Oversight, Depositíon of Thomas F.

McLarty (Sept. 5, 1997).
2 House Committee on Govemment Reform and Oversight, Deposition of Erskine Bowles

(May 5, 1998).
3 House Committee on Govemment Reform, Testimony of John Podest4 Hearíng on the

Controversial Pqrdon of International Fugitive Msrc Rich (Mar. 1, 2001) (H. Rept. 107-11).

n 
See, e.g., House Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, Deposition of

Bernard l4/. Nussbaun (June 12,1996, July I l,1996); House Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight, Deposition of JackQuinn (Nov. 4, 1997); House Committee on
Government Reform and Oversight, Testimony of Charles Fiuff, Hearing on White House

CompliancewithCommittee Subpoenøs (Nov. 6-7,1997) (H.Rept. 105-61); House Committee
on Government Reform, Testimony of Charles Ptuff, Hearing on Missing Whíte House E-Mails:
Mísmanagement of Subpoenaed Records (May 4,2000) (H.Rept. 106-179); House Committee on
Govemment Reform and Oversight, Testimony of BethNolan, Hearing on Missing White House
Emails: Mismanagement of Subpoenaed Records Qvlat 30, 2000, and May 4, 2000) (H.Rept
106-179); House Committee on Government Reform, Testimony of BethNolan, Hearing onthe
Controversial Pardon of International Fugitive Marc Rich (Mar, l, 2001) (H. Rept. 107-11).

5 See, e.g., House Committee on Govemment Reform and Oversight, Deposition of Bruce
Lindsey, Senior Advisor and Deputy White House Counsel (Sept. 8,1997, Apr.29,1998);
Stephanopoulos Testi/ìes in Files Probe, Washington Post (July 12,1996).

6 See, e.g., House Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, Testimony of
Cheryl Mills, Deputy Counsel to the President, Hearing on White House Compliance with
Committee Subpoenas (Nov. 6-7, 1997) (H. Rept. 105-61); House Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight, Deposition of Cheryl D. Mills (Nov. 3, 1997).
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On April 16,2007, you appeared onThe Daily Show with Jon Stewarf and discussed the
leak of Ms. Wilson's identþ. Mr. Fielding's position appears to be that it is appropriate for you
to discuss these matterc onThe Daily Show, but not before a congressional committee. You will
not be surprised to learn that I take a different view of this matter.

You should know that I will be scheduling a business meeting of the Committee on
Wednesday, April25,2007,to considerthe issuance of subpoenas for witresses and documents
relating to on-going Committee investigations. I would like to have your voluntary agreement
prior to this meeting to appear before the Committee at a convenient time before the Memorial
Day recess. If we carurot agree on a mutually acceptable date for your voluntary appearance, the
Committee will vote at the business meeting on the issuance of compulsory process to require
your attendance.

I look forward to your favorable response to this letter, [f you have any questions, please
contact David Rapallo or Theodore Chuang of the Committee staff at (202)225-5420.

Sincerely,

(* L.uLt-
Henrü A. Wæ<man
Chairman

Tom Davis
Ranking Minority Member

' See, e.g., House Committee on Govemment Reform and Oversight, Deposition of
Douglas Brian Sosnilç Assistant to the President and Director of Political Affairs (Sept. 2,
-t997).

8 
See, e.g., House Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, Deposition of Roy

Neel, Chief of Staffto the Vice President (Apr.26,1996).


